Metastasis

[

Cancer cells may travel to distant parts of the body through the
blood or lymphatic system, which is called metastasis.
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How

does Cancer Metastasize?

WHEN CANCER CELLS SPREAD to one or more sites in the body, they often
travel through the lymph system or the bloodstream. Only a few cells will survive
every stage of development, but a few are all it takes for metastasis to occur.
Regardless of whether the metastasis is regional (in the lymph nodes, tissues or
organs close to the primary site) or distant (in organs or tissues that are farther
away), it is always named for the place it began. That’s why colon cancer that
spreads to the liver is called metastatic colorectal cancer, not liver cancer.
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